Simeon Blesses Jesus e

Theme: We keep our promises.

Scripture: Luke 2:22-40

Memory Verse: “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die
before he had seen the Lord's Christ.” Luke 2:26

Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson.

The Children’s Sermon:

You'll Need:

° A calendar for the new year
° Sticky notes - one per child

° Pens or pencils - one per child

Do This:

It is the beginning of a New Year. (Show the calendar.) A brand new calendar
for a fresh start on life. Most people start the new year by making some New Year
Resolutions. Making a resolution is like making a promise to ourselves that we are
going to do certain things. Usually it is a promise to do better next year than we
did last year. Here's a list of resolutions that might be good for children to make.
e | will watch less TV and get more exercise.
e | will wear my seat belt every time | get in a car.

e | will be nice to other kids--even my brothers and sisters!



e | will put away my toys when | am through playing with them.

Can you think of some more resolutions you could make? (Allow kids to give ideas.)

Some people don't take New Year's resolutions very seriously. After all, they're
just promises to yourself. We might think that if we don't follow through, it's no
big deal. But it is a big deal! A promise is a promise and it's important to keep your

promises--even if it’s just a promise to yourself.

Think of something important enough to make a promise about this year. Write a

word or quick symbol on a sticky note to say what that promise is.

Distribute the sticky notes and pens or pencils. Have kids write or draw, and then
place their sticky notes on the calendar either on the date they want to have it done or

the last day of the year.

The Bible tells about a very important promise God made to His people. Thankfully,
God is always faithful in keeping His promises. We learn in the Bible about a man
named Simeon. Simeon was a very old man who had waited his whole life to see
God's promise come to himself and to God’s people. God had promised to send a
Messiah or savior to the world, and God promised Simeon that he would not die

until he had seen the promised Messiah.

A few days after Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph took Him to the temple to
dedicate Him to God. Simeon was in the temple as usual. As soon as Simeon saw
baby Jesus, he knew God had kept His promise. Simeon took Jesus in his arms
and praised God, saying, “Lord, now let your servant die in peace. As you have

promised, | have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people."



Anna was a prophet who was also in the Temple. She was always at the Temple
worshiping and praying. When she heard what Simeon was saying, she praised

God and told everyone that Jesus was the Savior that God had promised.

Today, as we begin a new year, let's remember that just as God is faithful in
keeping His promises, we can be faithful in keeping our promises. (Allow time for

kids to hold up the promises they made to God.)

{1\ A Dear God, just as You're faithful to keep Your promises, help us be faithful
in keeping our promises. In Jesus' name, amen.

Virtual Lesson Tip

Do this with the entire family.

Bible Memory Verse

“It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not
die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.” Luke 2:26

You'll Need:
e  ABible

° Cheap sunglasses - one pair for each child

° Permanent markers

Get Ready: Write each word or phrase from today’s Bible memory verse on the

lenses of the sunglasses so the entire verse is covered. Then hide the sunglasses

around the room or even around the church.



Do This:

e Invite a child to look up Luke 2:26 and read it aloud.

e Explain that kids are to find all the sunglasses and put on a pair.

e Once they've all found the sunglasses and put on a pair, they are to get in order
for today’s Bible memory verse.

e Onceinorder, have kids take turns saying the verse by saying aloud the words
or phrases on their glasses.

Virtual Lesson Tip

Do this with the entire family.

Bible Interactive Experience

You'll Need:

° Bibles - one per child

° “Simeon Blesses Jesus” handouts - one per child

° Pens or pencils - one per child
Do This:

e Give each child a “Simeon Blesses Jesus” handout and a pen or pencil.
e Explain that kids are to match the Bible verses to the promises.
e After they've had time to complete the handout, go over the answers.

e What promise meant the most to you and why?
e Isit easy or hard for you to believe that God will keep His promises? Why or
why not?


https://sermons4kids.com/simeon-blesses-jesus-lower-elementary-handout

God's Holy Spirit showed Simeon that he would not die before he had seen
the Lord’s Messiah. That's a big promise and Simeon was getting old. God led him
to the temple and he got to see Jesus. Simeon believed God's promise to him. You
can believe God's promises, too!

“Jesus Is God’s Promise to Us” Video Lesson

You'll Need:

° “Jesus Is God's Promise to Us” video lesson

° Something to play the video

Do This:

Show them the video.

e What surprised you in this video?
e What questions do you have?

e Why do you think Jesus is worth waiting for?

Baby Jesus Snacks

You'll Need:

° Nutter Butter Cookies


https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-is-god-s-promise-to-us

° Blue Icing
° Paper plates - one per child

° Black icing gel

Do This:

e Give each child a paper plate and a Nutter Butter cookie.

e Explain to kids that they're going to make a baby Jesus with a blanket on Him.

e Invite kids to dip their Nutter Butters in blue icing to form the blanket covering
for baby Jesus about three-quarters of the way up the cookie.

e Using the black gel icing, invite kids to make a face on the baby Jesus cookie.

e Allow kids to have more than one cookie for their snack.

Can you imagine what Simeon must have felt when He finally saw Jesus
with His own eyes? Simeon said:
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

e Tell about a time someone made a promise to you and kept it.

e Tell about a promise that you've made and kept.

Promise Puppets



You'll Need:

° Brown lunch sacks - one per child
° Markers

° Glue

° Yarn

° Fabric scraps

Do This:

e Give each child a brown paper bag, markers, fabric, and yarn to decorate their
puppets to look like Simeon.

e Encourage the children to write “For my eyes have seen your salvation” on the
front of their puppets.

e (nce they've completed their puppets, allow kids to tell each other the Bible

lesson with their Simeon puppet.

e What do you think it was like for Simeon to wait for God's promise?
e Explain whether waiting is hard for you.

e What helps you to wait patiently?

Waiting can be very hard. We sometimes find ourselves waiting on God.
Maybe we’ve prayed about something and we're waiting for God to answer.
Remember, God keeps His promises. That doesn’t mean everything will look

perfect or like we want, but we can trust God to do what's best for us.



Promise Star Ornament

You'll Need:

° Craft sticks - 5 per child
° Yarn

° Glue

° Markers or crayons

Do This:

To make the star crafts, have kids follow these steps:
e Give children b craft sticks and have them lightly color one side of each stick.
e Have children write a promise on each end of all the craft sticks for promises
that they would like to keep, leaving the centers of the sticks empty because
they will later overlap in the center and be glued together.

® (lue the middle of the sticks together on top of each other to form a star.

e Loop some yarn around the center of each star so kids can hang them on their
Christmas trees.

e What are the promises you wrote?

e What is a promise you especially need to remember about God right now?

As you hang this star on your tree, think about the promises you would like
to keep, and remember that God is the perfect promise keeper. God kept His word

to Simeon, and He will keep His promises to us.



Snowflake Prayers

You'll Need:
° White paper

° Scissors

° Markers

Do This:

e Give each child a square or round white piece of paper.

e Have kids fold the paper as many times as possible.

e Have kids cut little notches out on all the folded edges.

e Have kids unfold their new snowflakes.

e Encourage kids to write a message to God, such as “l believe Your promises” or
“| will wait for Your promises.”

e Invite kids to say a silent prayer thanking God for keeping His promises before

they hang the Snowflake Prayers on your classroom door.

e What's a promise you want to make to God today?

i\ H Dear God, You keep your promises. Help us remember that we can count on
You to keep Your Word. Help us to keep our promises to You. We thank you for the

gift of Jesus and that He died in our place for our sins. In Jesus’ name, amen.



Time to Praise God

You'll Need:

e Song: "God Is So Good"
Words and Music (pdf)

MP3 Accompaniment Track

e Song: "My God Is So Great"
Words and Music (pdf)

MP3 Accompaniment Track

Do This:

There is no one greater than our God. Let’s worship Him through song now.

Lead childrenin singing “God Is So Good” and “My God Is So Great.”

If You Have Extra Time...

Use these activity sheets to fill in any time and keep kids learning.
e Simeon Recognizes Jesus Jumble
e Simeon Recognizes Jesus Word Search
e Simeon Recognizes Jesus Crossword

Complete Supply List:

e A calendar for the new year


https://sermons4kids.com/storage/130/god_is_so_good.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/129/god_is_so_good.mp3
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/591/my_god_is_so_great_songsheet.pdf
https://sermons4kids.com/storage/588/my_god_is_so_great.mp3
https://sermons4kids.com/simeon_jumble.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/simeon_wordsearch.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/simeon_recognizes_jesus_crossword.htm

e Sticky notes - one per child
e Pens or pencils - one per child

e (heap sunglasses - one pair for each child

e Permanent markers

e Bibles - one per child

e “Simeon Blesses Jesus” handouts - one per child
e Pens or pencils - one per child

e “Jesus Is God's Promise to Us” video lesson

e Something to play the video

e Nutter Butter Cookies

e Bluelcing

e Paper plates - one per child
e Blackicing gel

e Brown lunch sacks - one per child

e Markers
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e Fabric scraps

e (raft sticks - 5 per child

e White paper
e Scissors

Back to the top

Simeon Blesses Jesus


https://www.amazon.com/Sticky-Bright-Colorful-Sheets-Self-Sticky/dp/B07VHHZCQJ/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=sticky+notes&qid=1608061572&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExMkRYTFlXNUgwWTdQJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMTc5NzcwMkU2VTdJUDZIVVFEQSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMTgyOTExMVhaUkFKQjQzN0lSOCZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Party-Sunglasses-UV400-Protection-Eyewear/dp/B07PJN2V7M/ref=sr_1_2?crid=266L4ZGW2X5R2&dchild=1&keywords=cheap+sunglasses+for+kids&qid=1608132726&sprefix=cheap+sunglasses+for+kids%2Caps%2C363&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/AmazonBasics-Permanent-Markers-Black-24-Pack/dp/B06ZZ2NDZX/ref=sr_1_10?dchild=1&keywords=permanent+markers&qid=1607391591&sr=8-10
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Nutter-Butter-Family-Size-Peanut-Butter-Sandwich-Cookies-16-oz/10292092?wpa_bd=&wpa_pg_seller_id=F55CDC31AB754BB68FE0B39041159D63&wpa_ref_id=wpaqs:_YhSQDvG-BpJALusy21IJXV1HpjHbmquDL_ykDgFCSFIYPgQAsp6jmUmkwzZFwGZ9YYJoTUwhNTE3zkULQJUA16XmJ_lXcqwRXp6J3xJCtMBjkjIJryBVcCLN4XTLPIIa7CUeCH1GV4m-E5CGOI_IYUIjZ1OEXFqLvX91abV-z_0-RaN5KRCPB67cY1_9kFMjSyAmn3m9dpGDxWsMITHna_82V7C0l0WeYC4d5LyufLOavSMVcCvPVBamtoaYBtB&wpa_tag=__tag__&wpa_aux_info=__aux_info__&wpa_pos=1&wpa_plmt=__plmt__&wpa_aduid=__aduid__
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Wilton-Pink-Creamy-Decorator-Icing-16-oz/760267856?variantFieldId=actual_color
https://www.amazon.com/Stack-100-Compostable-Paper-Plates/dp/B07QY23ZV3/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=paper+plates&qid=1607391500&sr=8-4
https://www.walmart.com/ip/5-Pack-Great-Value-Decorating-Gel-Black-0-67-oz/47237623
https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-12-Ultra-Clean-Washable-Markers/dp/B003HGGPLW/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=markers&qid=1607391382&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/AmazonBasics-Washable-School-Bottle-6-Pack/dp/B07H41QS7Z/ref=sxin_9_pb?cv_ct_cx=glue&dchild=1&keywords=glue&pd_rd_i=B07H41QS7Z&pd_rd_r=165fa2f7-9cd8-4b7d-bb37-dd2b2fa6432a&pd_rd_w=kFh4x&pd_rd_wg=9aLxt&pf_rd_p=ffb450f7-bfad-4e7e-95e8-f2bd147e99a4&pf_rd_r=XJ73B6BD6Y1E5DKPMVRS&qid=1608132746&sr=1-1-8065ff8c-2587-4a7f-b8da-1df8b2563c11
https://www.amazon.com/HEART-Super-Saver-Minty-E300-0520/dp/B01FV607WI/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=yarn&qid=1608132768&sr=8-11
https://www.amazon.com/Artlicious-Wooden-Popsicle-Sticks-Standard/dp/B07KCTZQDS/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=craft+sticks&qid=1608132329&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/AmazonBasics-Copy-Paper-Bright-AZ851120HB1R/dp/B073H4VVC7/ref=sxin_9_pb?cv_ct_cx=paper&dchild=1&keywords=paper&pd_rd_i=B073H4VVC7&pd_rd_r=87c923f4-3b9f-47f5-b329-b6eda0903fc3&pd_rd_w=WirbC&pd_rd_wg=UaUgB&pf_rd_p=ffb450f7-bfad-4e7e-95e8-f2bd147e99a4&pf_rd_r=1Z9T8VD3KJC6CXZAMHVG&qid=1608061730&sr=1-1-8065ff8c-2587-4a7f-b8da-1df8b2563c11

AT HOME LESSON

Theme: We keep our promises.
Scripture: Luke 2:22-40

Get Ready: Click here to get your complete supply list for this lesson.

The Children’s Sermon:
You'll Need:

° A calendar for the new year
° Sticky notes - one per child

° Pens or pencils - one per child

Do This:

It is the beginning of a New Year. (Show the calendar.) A brand new calendar
for a fresh start on life. Most people start the new year by making some New Year
Resolutions. Making a resolution is like making a promise to ourselves that we are
going to do certain things. Usually it is a promise to do better next year than we

did last year. Here's a list of resolutions that might be good for children to make.

e | will watch less TV and get more exercise.

o | will wear my seat belt every time | get in a car.

e | will be nice to other kids--even my brothers and sisters!

o | will put away my toys when | am through playing with them.

Can you think of some more resolutions you could make? (Allow kids to give ideas.)



Some people don't take New Year's resolutions very seriously. After all, they're
just promises to yourself. We might think that if we don't follow through, it's no
big deal. But it is a big deal! A promise is a promise and it's important to keep your

promises--even if it's just a promise to yourself.

Think of something important enough to make a promise about this year. Write a

word or quick symbol on a sticky note to say what that promise is.

Distribute the sticky notes and pens or pencils. Have kids write or draw, and then
place their sticky notes on the calendar either on the date they want to have it done or

the last day of the year.

The Bible tells about a very important promise God made to His people. Thankfully,
God is always faithful in keeping His promises. We learn in the Bible about a man
named Simeon. Simeon was a very old man who had waited his whole life to see
God's promise come to himself and to God’s people. God had promised to send a
Messiah or savior to the world, and God promised Simeon that he would not die

until he had seen the promised Messiah.

A few days after Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph took Him to the temple to
dedicate Him to God. Simeon was in the temple as usual. As soon as Simeon saw
baby Jesus, he knew God had kept His promise. Simeon took Jesus in his arms
and praised God, saying, "Lord, now let your servant die in peace. As you have

promised, | have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people.”

Anna was a prophet who was also in the Temple. She was always at the Temple
worshiping and praying. When she heard what Simeon was saying, she praised

God and told everyone that Jesus was the Savior that God had promised.



Today, as we begin a new year, let's remember that just as God is faithful in
keeping His promises, we can be faithful in keeping our promises. (Allow time for

kids to hold up the promises they made to God.)

417V H Dear God, just as You're faithful to keep Your promises, help us be faithful

in keeping our promises. In Jesus' name, amen.

“Jesus Is God’s Promise to Us” Video Lesson

You'll Need:

° “Jesus Is God's Promise to Us” video lesson

° Something to play the video

Do This:

Show them the video.

e What surprised you in this video?
e What questions do you have?

e Why do you think Jesus is worth waiting for?

Baby Jesus Snacks


https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-is-god-s-promise-to-us

You'll Need:

° Nutter Butter Cookies
° Blue Icing
° Paper plates - one per child

° Black icing gel

Do This:

e Give each child a paper plate and a Nutter Butter cookie.

e Explain to kids that they're going to make a baby Jesus with a blanket on Him.

e Invite kids to dip their Nutter Butters in blue icing to form the blanket covering
for baby Jesus about three-quarters of the way up the cookie.

e Using the black gelicing, invite kids to make a face on the baby Jesus cookie.

e Allow kids to have more than one cookie for their snack.

Can you imagine what Simeon must have felt when He finally saw Jesus
with His own eyes? Simeon said:
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
alight for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

e Tell about a time someone made a promise to you and kept it.

e Tell about a promise that you've made and kept.



Snowflake Prayers

You'll Need:
° White paper

° Scissors

° Markers

Do This:

e Give each child a square or round white piece of paper.

e Have kids fold the paper as many times as possible.

e Have kids cut little notches out on all the folded edges.

e Have kids unfold their new snowflakes.

e Encourage kids to write a message to God, such as“l believe Your promises” or
“ will wait for Your promises.”

e |Invite kids to say a silent prayer thanking God for keeping His promises before

they hang the Snowflake Prayers on your door.

e What's a promise you want to make to God today?

i\ H Dear God, You keep your promises. Help us remember that we can count on
You to keep Your Word. Help us to keep our promises to You. We thank you for the

gift of Jesus and that He died in our place for our sins. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Complete Supply List:

e A calendar for the new year



e Sticky notes - one per child

e Pens or pencils - one per child

e “Jesus Is God's Promise to Us” video lesson
e Something to play the video

e Nutter Butter Cookies

e Bluelcing
e Paper plates - one per child
e Black icing gel

e White paper
e Scissors

e Markers

Back to the top



https://www.amazon.com/Sticky-Bright-Colorful-Sheets-Self-Sticky/dp/B07VHHZCQJ/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=sticky+notes&qid=1608061572&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExMkRYTFlXNUgwWTdQJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMTc5NzcwMkU2VTdJUDZIVVFEQSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMTgyOTExMVhaUkFKQjQzN0lSOCZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Nutter-Butter-Family-Size-Peanut-Butter-Sandwich-Cookies-16-oz/10292092?wpa_bd=&wpa_pg_seller_id=F55CDC31AB754BB68FE0B39041159D63&wpa_ref_id=wpaqs:_YhSQDvG-BpJALusy21IJXV1HpjHbmquDL_ykDgFCSFIYPgQAsp6jmUmkwzZFwGZ9YYJoTUwhNTE3zkULQJUA16XmJ_lXcqwRXp6J3xJCtMBjkjIJryBVcCLN4XTLPIIa7CUeCH1GV4m-E5CGOI_IYUIjZ1OEXFqLvX91abV-z_0-RaN5KRCPB67cY1_9kFMjSyAmn3m9dpGDxWsMITHna_82V7C0l0WeYC4d5LyufLOavSMVcCvPVBamtoaYBtB&wpa_tag=__tag__&wpa_aux_info=__aux_info__&wpa_pos=1&wpa_plmt=__plmt__&wpa_aduid=__aduid__
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Wilton-Pink-Creamy-Decorator-Icing-16-oz/760267856?variantFieldId=actual_color
https://www.amazon.com/Stack-100-Compostable-Paper-Plates/dp/B07QY23ZV3/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=paper+plates&qid=1607391500&sr=8-4
https://www.walmart.com/ip/5-Pack-Great-Value-Decorating-Gel-Black-0-67-oz/47237623
https://www.amazon.com/AmazonBasics-Copy-Paper-Bright-AZ851120HB1R/dp/B073H4VVC7/ref=sxin_9_pb?cv_ct_cx=paper&dchild=1&keywords=paper&pd_rd_i=B073H4VVC7&pd_rd_r=87c923f4-3b9f-47f5-b329-b6eda0903fc3&pd_rd_w=WirbC&pd_rd_wg=UaUgB&pf_rd_p=ffb450f7-bfad-4e7e-95e8-f2bd147e99a4&pf_rd_r=1Z9T8VD3KJC6CXZAMHVG&qid=1608061730&sr=1-1-8065ff8c-2587-4a7f-b8da-1df8b2563c11
https://www.amazon.com/Crayola-12-Ultra-Clean-Washable-Markers/dp/B003HGGPLW/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=markers&qid=1607391382&sr=8-5

